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F
ew know that Solomon Burke's first 1961 radio hit, ':Just Out of Reach (Of
My Two Open Arms)," was initially brou ht to him as a country song­
legendary rhythm-and-blues label Atlantic �ecords wanted the song turned 

into its usual genre-crossing fare that would appeal to both black and white 
audiences. Instead, 20-year-old Burke-then an active preacher-took his 
gospel roots, added a dash of rock and fused the two styles with R&B, creat­
ing "the soul singer." He never stormed the pop charts as Atlantic had hoped, 
but he earned his place as music royalty by laying soul's foundation. 




